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1. What would East Asia’s future be? More conflict and instability? Or can the region build peace and stability? Identify three major current issues in East Asia and discuss the effects of those issues on the region’s stability and future.
East Asia is a region in Asia that comprises five countries that are China, Mongolia, Taiwan, Japan, North and South Korea, Hong Kong and Macau. It is densely populated region with almost 22% of the world`s population living there. The region has grown to receive the attention of the world courtesy of its active involvement in world affairs that include, but of course not limited to, trade, environmental issues and world politics touching on military and intelligence. 
The future holds so much tantalizing possessions that other places can only dream of in terms of economic growth and stability. Once marginalized, the region is currently not only the economic haven of Asia as a power house, but overwhelmingly accounts for 30% of the world`s GDP. The projection sounds untrue, but in reality, by 2050, most of the world`s economic activities will be taking place in East Asia where 50% of the GDP would be credited to it.
While this is the case, East Asia is on the world`s radar, thanks to North Korea`s aggressive nuclear program with the leader vehemently turning down the requests and pressure to back down and even out of it. The program is not for energy like other great countries would advocate for, but massive weapons that are on a keener analysis aimed at not only overtaking the USA as the world`s super power in this regard, but to threaten into a war that would most probably culminate to the third world war. North Korea has also been constantly rubbing shoulders with the South threatening the security and stability of the region, and even slowing down the rates of economic activities. It has been so adamant and stubborn with its frequent testing of long distance ballistic missiles with the same going into the airspace of Japan and the sea of China. This controversy has sparked warnings from the aggrieved countries, which unfortunately fall on deaf ears.
The USA has also taken center stage in this saga, with frequent calls to North Korea to consider the consequences of such involvements but progress in this regard has not been recorded. This trend of course if it goes on unchecked will continue stirring provocations where the actions would be taken as that of contempt, and holding in low regard the sovereignty of these nations. From this, it is correct to say the future on stability is bleak. The limit for resistance and playing cool will for sure be stretched and this is when peace and stability will lose their definitions here. 
Although this is the case, there is an avenue to at worst maintain what is the current state of affairs owing to the focus that these countries have on turning this region into global economic powerhouse. This way, the resources and time that would have otherwise been spent on silencing the disturbance are channeled to sensible engagements. This would work so well when blended with their aversions of catastrophes that are credited to typhoons and earthquakes. This is to say the three issues facing East Asia are; robust economic growth, Nuclear program and natural disasters.














2. How would Trump’s policy toward North Korea play out in the near future? Will there be nuclear wars? What can the U.S. and other major powers in the region—namely, China, Japan, South Korea, and Russia, do to avoid the worst outcome, nuclear wars? Explain Trump’s policy first, discuss its possible implications, and suggest how to avoid the worst outcome.
The current stand-off that pits the USA against North Korea is that of two antagonists who would not calm down until what they stand for is achieved. It is a potential or an imminent green light to the worst war that has ever been experienced in the world history. While North Korea has reasons they deem fit for furthering their nuclear program, the USA is of the view that nuclear program should not be enhanced as they not only pose threat to security, but also puts humanity and existence hanging loose in the balance.
Currently, the USA has prevailed upon North Korea to back down its program with little effort. Different approaches have been taken, including but not limited to negotiations and consultations. Having failed to yield fruits, negotiations have been done less and less with the strategy recently tilting to economic sanctions as a move to ensure strict observance and non-contravention of the UN Security Council provisions. From the stand and position that North Korea takes regarding their quest to have supremacy and belonging to the nuclear bracket, sanctions have done little to ease their grip on their nasty vision. This was not expected owing to the hurt that such sanctions can cause to the core of the citizenry and the economic wellbeing of the country. This is to therefore say that the Trump administration will opt for harder lines that will include the use of military force and invasions in order to put out the heat. The administration will make good their threats and proceed to unleash its military might in considerable force. Perhaps that is what will shake North Korea to the core with the eventuality being dropping off their madness. From how the trend has been, it is not difficult, and it is correct, to draw conclusions by connecting the dots. From negotiations to sanctions, the harder step is most definitely use of military force, and that is going to happen. 
The option and decision to use the military as probably the last resort does not however mean there would break nuclear wars. Or perhaps that is hard to say with certainty if in fact the wars will break. Suffice it to say, the military strength of North Korea does not yet match that of the USA in the respect of nuclear. Testing ballistic missiles is one thing, and having them for use, and in sufficient number is entirely another thing. North Korea may weigh in on having to defend itself from nations that have unmatched prowess in military strength should there actually be a war. Needless to say, USA, China and Japan will form a coalition that would be so hard to penetrate by North Korea. On the other hand, North Korea seems to derive fantasy and fascination in doing just what others fear. They may as well, judging from their trend and behavior regarding halting this program, play ostrich and oblivious to the aftermaths of the war should it result and decided to engage them head on. Though this may unlikely yield fruits on their side, this possibility should not be ruled out.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To avoid the worst case scenario, the five countries should form a unit to carry out joint operations and forget what puts them apart. Joint military raids should be done on North Korea to send the message that the itch they are will be destroyed in minutes should the war break out. This also sends the warning and indication that North Korea will be fighting alone, fighting the big five and actually fighting the world which in the minds of a sensible person is not possible.













